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EVENTS IN THE ASSOCIATION AFTER 1840
THOMAS H. RUSSELL
To cover, in the brief time allotted, almost a century of the
history of the New Haven County Medical Society during that
period in which medicine, in general, made far greater progress than
in any previous century, permits mention of but a few of the out-
standing events and personalities of this period.
Since, with the founding of the Connecticut State Medical
Society in 1792, the County Society became an integral part of the
State Society, it is impossible to separate entirely the activities of
the two.
In 1840, the New Haven County Medical Society was evidently
in an extremely strong and flourishing condition, and its Chairman
was no less a person than Dr. Jonathan Knight, then in the prime
of his life and mental vigor. Another physician of national reputa-
tion, who was very active in its affairs at this time, was Dr. Eli Ives
also at the height of his career.
Until 1883, the meetings were regularly held in New Haven,
as a rule, in the Tontine Hotel until 1854, when for twelve con-
secutive years they were held at the Medical College. The first
meeting held outside of New Haven was at the Scoville House, in
Waterbury; in 1884 a meeting was held at the Winthrop House in
Meriden and the following year at the Dayton House in Ansonia.
From this time on meetings were held with increasing frequency in
other cities of the County, although for a number of years the
majority of the meetings were held in New Haven at the Medical
College. Beginning with 1893, some of the sessions were held in
the New Haven House, located upon the site where the Hotel
Taft now stands, and for a period beginning with 1894 many of
them were held in the chapel of the New Haven Hospital and later
in the rooms of the New Haven Medical Association.
In accordance with the by-laws enacted in 1826 and still in
effect in 1840, two meetings were held yearly, the annual meeting
being in the spring and the semi-annual meeting "on the Tuesday
before the full moon in October." It was required that the clerk,
before the opening of any annual meeting, read "the act to incorpor-
ate the County Medical Society and the by-laws of the Connecticut
Medical Society as well as the by-laws of the County Society or asYALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
much thereof as may be relevant to the business of the meetings."
It was further required that two persons be elected by ballot to read
dissertations at each annual and semi-annual meeting. The seventh
by-law stated that "a committee of three shall be appointed at every
annual meeting to examine the credentials of any physician who
shall settle in this County and no such practitioner shall be entitled
to counsel until he has obtained a certificate from such committee
that his credentials have been examined and found conformable to
law."
It is interesting to note the charges for professional services a
century ago. In 1829 a committee was appointed to report on
what ought to be the lowest rate of charges to be made by physicians
of this County to patients residing beyond the city limits of New
Haven, and the following report was unanimously adopted:-For
an ordinary visit thirty-five cents, night visit eighty-four cents, con-
sultation visit one dollar, mileage seventeen cents, ordinary case of
parturition three dollars, venesection twenty-five cents, cathartic
seventeen cents, and emetic seventeen cents. In 1838 the minimum
fees for patients residing within the limits of the city of New Haven
were voted upon and the following schedule adopted:-Ordinary
visit fifty cents, night visit one dollar, consultation two dollars,
mileage seventeen cents, ordinary case of parturition three dollars,
venesection twenty-five cents, cathartic and emetic each seventeen
cents.
In 1840, at the annual meeting, it was voted to revise the fee
table and the fee for consultation being considered too high, it was
reduced to $1.00, the rest of the old fee table being still in force.
In 1865 a new feetable was adopted which sounds more like present-
day prices. Dentists will be interested to note that at this time the
price for a tooth extraction was raised to fifty cents.
The records of the meetings at this time frequently refer to the
election of candidates from the County for gratuitous education in
the Medical College. The annual membership dues during the
early part of this period were $1.00, with a slight increase at times
to cover extra expenses.
During the early part of this period, when most of the meetings
were held in New Haven, the scientific articles were principally by
New Haven men, but about 1875, members from other cities began
to take increasingly active parts in the County programs, and promi-
nent guests from other sections of the country were invited to read
papers from time to time. It is to be deplored that a larger number
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of our members do not take a more active part in the literary exer-
cises at the present time, as they did in the early days of the County
Society.
The minutes of April 11, 1878,report theaddressofDr. Stephen
Hubbard on his retirement from the Presidency, in which he
reviews the activities of the County Society up to that time and
describes its influence and its practical benefits to the citizens of the
Commonwealth. He states that the Society brought about a large
amount of legislation for the promotion of educational and social
sciences in the State, that it procured the passage of the law requir-
ing the registration of vital statistics and the formation of the Board
of Health for both the City and State, in addition to its active part
in founding the Medical College and the General Hospital.
The Society continually worked for high medical standards and
better legislation and it maintained a strict code of ethics which was
rigidly enforced on its own members. Those who disgraced its
standards were severely dealt with. The minutes of the State
Society for 1878 cite the adoption of an amendment to a by-law, to
read, "Each County Society shall have power to examine, discipline
or expel any member practicing or avowing to practice alleopathy,
homeopathy, hydrotherapy or according to any exclusive system or
dogma."
Many of the state laws requiring the licensing and control of
practitioners originated in the County Society. In 1895 the Society
initiated efforts which eventually led to the requirement of examina-
tion before licensing by the State. Previously, a degree was suffi-
cient and this had resulted in making Connecticut the dumping
ground for poorly prepared physicians, many of whom were forced
out of other States by more stringent laws.
In 1896 a new constitution and by-laws were adopted, systema-
tizing the requirements for membership. The medical inspection of
schools was advocated in 1903, and in this same year a more liberal
policy was adopted in regard to consultations with graduates of other
schools of medicine, this broader policy resulting, in 1913, in a
number of homeopaths joining the Society.
The Yale Medical School was, at the early part of the period
which concerns us at present, controlled to a large extent by the
Connecticut State Medical Society. The broad powers exercised
by the Society consisted in nominating professors to be appointed to
the Medical School, the control of granting degrees and licenses
through holding a majority in the membership of the Board of
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Examiners, and of appointing two indigent students from each
County to receive lecture tickets gratis. These powers were gradu-
ally relaxed and the final joint license appears to have been issued
in 1887.
In 1884, at the request of the President and Fellows of Yale
College, the State Medical Society relinquished its control over the
Medical School. The position of the College was that it had
appropriated considerable money to the school, and in view of the
fact that improvements in medical education then contemplated
required further appropriations and efforts to increase endowments,
Yale felt that the time was ripe for it to have a free reign in the
management of the school. This position seemed sound to the
State Society, which passed a resolution in 1 884readingas follows:-
"Resolved that the President and Fellows of the Connecticut
Medical Society desire to cancel and annul the articles of agree-
ment between them and the President and Fellows of Yale College
set forth in the Act of the Legislature of the State of Connecticut
entitled 'An Act to Incorporate the Medical Society', passed in the
October session of 1810 and any subsequent modifications thereof;
and they hereby authorize the President, Secretary and Treasurer
of the Connecticut Medical Society to execute all such papers as
may be requisite to that end, it being understood that such separa-
tion shall be without prejudice to any vested interest, contract, or
endowment of the College; and that any prerogatives heretofore
possessed by the Connecticut State Medical Society shall revert to
the same." The final step in the relaxation of control over the
Medical School was taken in 1885 by Act of Legislature.
About 1851 there are numerous notes in the minutes indicating
that persons accused of dealing in nostrums or quackery were
severely dealt with, and in that year a committee was appointed to
continue investigations with regard to the sale, use and recommenda-
tion, directly or indirectly, of patent medicines, and to present such
members for trial at the next annual meeting, as they might deem
expedient. The term "tramp physician" is frequently mentioned
in the minutes during the early part of the last half of the nine-
teenth century and it is evident that this locality suffered greatly
from an epidemic of itinerant quacks.
Many of our members took an active part in the Civil War, and
on the 9th of June, 1862, the General Hospital of Connecticut,
which had been started largely by the County Society, was, by
special arrangement with the War Department, opened to receive
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sick and wounded soldiers, the regular staff of local physicians run-
ning the hospital until April, 1863, at which time their care was
assumed bythe War Department under lease, this institution thereby
becoming an Army Hospital under the name of "The Knight
Hospital" in honor of the illustrious Jonathan Knight. Supplemen-
tary barracks and tents were erected to house hundreds of sick and
wounded soldiers during the stirring days of the Civil War.
The name of Dr. Eli Ives has already been mentioned as one
of the outstanding members of the New Haven County Medical
Society during the period of which I write. From the time of the
founding of this Society until a comparatively few years ago there
have always been one to four members of the remarkable Ives
family in the active practice of medicine in New Haven, and many
of them reached great prominence.
The medical dynasty of Ives began with Levi, who was born
in New Haven on June 4, 1750, and began practice in 1773, dying
in New Haven in 1826. He was a military surgeon in the Revolu-
tionary War and at one time held a Lieutenant's commission in the
line in the Revolution. He was a charter member of the New
Haven County Medical Society, being one of its thirteen original
members.
The third son of Levi, Eli Ives, was probably the best known
of the Ives family and was one of the principal founders of the Yale
Medical School. Dr. Eli Ives, following his graduation from Yale
College, was for two years Rector of Hopkins Grammar School.
He was offered the position of tutor in Yale but declined it. He
studied medicine with his father, and particularly with Dr. Eneas
Munson of New Haven, as well as in Philadelphia, beginning prac-
tice in New Haven in 1801. Early in his practice he began to
achieve remarkable success, developing a large consulting practice
throughout the State. He had many private medical students and
always showed a great interest in the younger physicians. Although
never robust in health he was a man of the greatest activity. He
had a very comprehensive and retentive memory with remarkable
powers of observation and insight, is said to have had the best
knowledge of Materia Medica and Botany of his time, and was a
great student of medical books. His tastes were simple and he was
noted for his boldness and integrity, and always gave generously to
charities. He occupied the Chair of Materia Medica and Botany
at the Yale Medical School from its founding until 1829, when he
became Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine, holding
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this Chair for twenty-three years until 1852, when he again became
Professor of Materia Medica. He retained this professorship for
nine years until his death in 1861 when over eighty years of age,-
his professorial career lasting forty-eight years in all.
At one time, while still active, Dr. Eli Ives had two sons and
a grandson in practice in New Haven. He was a member of the
committee which formed the first Pharmacopceia in 1820, and at
its next meeting in 1830 was its President. He was a candidate for
Lieutenant-Governor of Connecticut in 1831, and took a prominent
part in the founding of the American Medical Association, being
its President in 1860. Dr. Eli Ives was the first one to put chloro-
form, discovered the year before, to a medical use, having described
in the Journal of Science in 1832 its valuable qualities and recom-
mended its use by inhalation as well as by the stomach, but appar-
ently he did not discover its possibilities as an anesthetic at that
time. However, he was among the very early users of chloroform
as an anesthetic.
A son of Dr. Eli Ives achieving great prominence in medicine
was Dr. Nathan Beers Ives, who was repeatedly urged to accept a
professorship at Yale but preferred to devote himself to private
practice. He graduated from Yale College in 1825 and began the
practice of medicine in New Haven in 1828, dying at the age of
sixty-three. He was a man of great charm and personality, being
probably the most prominent physician of his day in New Haven as
well as the leading medical consultant in the State. Another mem-
ber of the Ives family who achieved prominence was Dr. Charles
Linneus Ives, born in 1831 and dying in 1879. Three generations
before him had been prominent New Haven physicians. He held
the Chair of Theory and Practice of Medicine at Yale and later
became Professor of Diseases of the Nervous System in the Uni-
versity Medical College of New York.
The name of Dr. Jonathan Knight was mentioned as Chairman
of the New Haven County Medical Society in 1840. No chronicle
of the Society, during its last hundred years, would be complete
without some account of this remarkable man who took such an
active part in its affairs during the early part of its last century. He
was born in Norwalk, Connecticut, in 1789 and died in New Haven
in 1864. Graduating from Yale College at nineteen, he taught
school at Norwich for a short time and returned to Yale as a tutor,
resigning this position to study medicine in the Medical School at
Philadelphia. His father and his mother's father had been physi-
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cians. He was the youngest member of the original faculty of the
Yale Medical School and was only twenty-four when he delivered
his first course of lectures on anatomy and physiology in 1813. He
continued to teach these subj'ects until 1838, when he was trans-
ferred to the Chair of Surgery which had been vacated by the death
of Dr. Thomas Hubbard. From 1838 until his death he was
unquestionably the leading surgeon in Connecticut.
At the first National Medical Convention held in New York
in May, 1846, to form the American Medical Association, the nomi-
nating committee, composed of one person from each State, unani-
mously agreed to propose Dr. Jonathan Knight of New Haven for
President, and he was duly elected. At the second Convention held
in Philadelphia in May, 1847, Dr. Knight was again unanimously
elected temporary President and later permanent President of the
Convention which became the American Medical Association.
Dr. Knight was by character and temperament a man of the
highest type, and unlike the first occupant of the Chair of Surgery
at Yale, Dr. Nathan Smith, he was a conservative. He was a model
of composition and delivery, and was distinguished more for an
undivided devotion to the welfare of his patients than for research
or experiment. He was the first surgeon to cure aneurysm by pres-
sure alone. He was a member of the New Haven Medical Society
for over fifty years and one of the founders of the General Hospital
of Connecticut and its President for twenty-two years.
Dr. Knight was a man of unaffected nobleness with an impres-
sive personal appearance, an active well-balanced mind, and kindly
qualities which endeared him to both patients and students. It is
stated that Dr. Knight was the complete ideal of a Christian physi-
cian, with a cheerful presence radiating kindliness, and that he was
as attentive to the poor as to the rich. At his funeral services the
Rev. Leonard Bacon stated, "In the succession of eminent and
beloved physicians whose memory is cherished among the citizens of
New Haven with traditionary love and honor, no name stands
higher than that of Jonathan Knight. No memory in the medical
profession will be more illustrious than his. Rarely has any man
more completely answered the ideal of the beloved Christian."
Dr. William Tully was another distinguished and scholarly
member of the County Society in 1840. He was born at Saybrook
Point, Connecticut, in 1785, and graduated from Yale College in
1806. In 1807 he studied medicine with Dr. Mason Cogswell of
Hartford and the next two years attended the lectures of Dr. Nathan
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Smith at Dartmouth College. In 1810 he was a private pupil of
Dr. Eli Ives. The honorary degree of M.D. was conferred upon
him by Yale College in 1819, where he succeeded Dr. Eli Ives as
Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics in 1829. His last
course of lectures was delivered in New Haven in the winter of
1840-41, following which he resigned and moved to Springfield,
Massachusetts, dying there February 28, 1859. He is buried in the
Old Cemetery, New Haven. Dr. Tully was chiefly known for his
exhaustive and scholarly "Materia Medica or Pharmacology and
Therapeutics" in two large volumes, the first volume containing
1534 pages, the second not being completed at the time of his
death. He was a great scholar, a prolific writer and a remarkably
forceful lecturer.
Another pupil of Dr. Eli Ives attaining prominence was Dr.
Charles Hooker, being a private pupil in medicine for two and a
half years, later entering Yale Medical College and graduating
in 1823. Dr. Hooker was a pioneer in the diagnosis of chest diseases
by percussion and auscultation, lecturing on this subject in the winter
of 1832-33, and publishing an original work on the diagnosis of
heart conditions in a series of papers in the Boston Medical and
Surgical Journal. While Dr. Hooker's work was done entirely
independently, he lost much of the credit because of a slight priority
of similar publications in Europe. He had, however, been lecturing
on this subject at Yale before anything had been known or published
elsewhere. He also published, in 1847, books on intestinal ausculta-
tion. Dr. Hooker became Professor of Anatomy and Physiology
at Yale in 1838. He had a very large practice in medicine and
obstetrics, especially among the poor, and died in 1853 much
mourned by a multitude of his patients.
Melines Conklin Leavenworth was born in Waterbury, Connect-
icut, in 1796. At eighteen he studied medicine with Dr. Edward
Field of Waterbury and later at New Haven with Drs. Jonathan
Knight and especially Eli Ives, graduating from the Medical School
of Yale in 1817. After graduation he was placed in charge of the
botanical garden connected with the Medical School and later went
to the Southern States to study plants in that locality. He entered
the Army as a surgeon, remaining eleven years during which time
he spent his spare time in the study of botany wherever he was
located. Retiring from the Army in 1842 he entered practice in
Waterbury, reentering the Army at the outbreak of the Civil War
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and dying of penumonia while in the service in 1862. He con-
tributed greatly to botanical knowledge and was recognized as a
leading botanist of his day.
One of the intellectuals of the County Society was Dr. Henry
Bronson. He was quiet and unobtrusive, of high character and had
broad and liberal views of public affairs. Born in Waterbury in
January, 1804, he died in New Haven, November 26, 1893.
Dr. Bronson was educated in the District School in Waterbury and
at Hopkins Grammar School in New Haven. With this slight edu-
cation he developed a remarkable love of letters. He entered the
Medical Department of Yale College from which he graduated in
1827.
Dr. Bronson practiced for a time in Springfield, Massachusetts,
and in Albany, New York, where he published a number of articles
in medical periodicals. In 1832, a cholera epidemic appeared in
Canada, and Dr. Bronson was selected by the Mayor and a com-
mittee of prominent citizens of Albany to proceed to Montreal,
where there were three thousand cholera cases, and study the pesti-
lence with particular reference to its modes of transmission, and to
recommend methods of control. So many physicians were stricken
that many people died without medical attention. His reports con-
stituted the most complete dissertation of the nature of asiatic cholera
then in existence. They were generally approved and his recom-
mendations were adopted.
Dr. Bronson soon returned to Waterbury to engage in private
practice, and in 1832 was waited upon by a commission of prominent
medical men from Philadelphia who offered him the Presidency of
the leading medical college there when he was only twenty-eight
years of age, but he declined this position. Overwork affected his
health and he spent some time in Europe recuperating and visiting
well-known clinics. He accepted the Chair of Materia Medica and
Therapeutics at Yale in 1842, holding it for ten years, after which
he resigned. During these ten years he devoted himself wholly
to his college work. After resigning his professorship he continued
to teach his classes from time to time until 1860, and was President
of the State Medical Society in 1870.
He was by nature an historian and has written many excellent
historical articles about Waterbury and New Haven County, and
he was the leading biographer of prominent members of the County
Society. He was also a recognized authority on finance and political
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economy, on which subjects he wrote frequently. Respected and
admired by his own profession, he enjoyed to an unusual degree
the public esteem and confidence.
Dr. Francis Bacon, who was born in New Haven in 1831 and
died here in 1912, is another name on the folls of our Society which
deserves special mention. He was the son of the Rev. Leonard
Bacon, was educated at Hopkins Grammar School and the Yale
Medical School, but because of his youth, did not receive a diploma
until two years after graduation. In 1852 at the outbreak of the
yellow fever epidemic in Galveston, Texas, he volunteered as
Assistant-Surgeon in the Galveston Hospital, where he remained a
year and a half, during which service he himself contracted the
disease. He then returned home but was recalled six months later
to take entire charge of the Galveston Hospital. Here he remained
eight years. Being an ardent abolitionist he left the South when
the Civil War seemed imminent, enlisting as a medical officer in a
Connecticut regiment. He had a brilliant war record, being especi-
ally commended for his devotion to the wounded while under hot
fire at the Battle of Bull Run. He was rapidly promoted, took
part in numerous actions, finally being made Inspector of the Army
of the Potomac and later Director-General of the Medical Depart-
ment of the Gulf, having charge of all Union Hospitals in the
South. He succeeded Jonathan Knight as Professor of Surgery at
Yale in 1864, continuing until 1877, when he resigned to devote his
entire time to private practice.
Dr. Bacon was President of the New Haven County Medical
Association in 1875, 1880 and 1881, and of the Connecticut State
Society in 1887 and 1888. He, with his wife, founded the Connect-
icut Training School for Nurses in 1873, this being the second
oldest school in this country to acquire a charter, and the third in
actual operation. He was also one of the organizers of the American
Public Health Association. He was a fluent speaker, an excellent
writer, of keen intellect and dominating personality.
If time allowed, other names might also be mentioned among
the prominent members of the New Haven County Medical Society
during the past century. With such leadership it is readily under-
standable why this Society, since its founding a century and a half
ago, the anniversary of which we are celebrating today, has had
such a prominent and honorable part in the history of organized
medicine.
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